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	Dates to Remember
Reading Period: November 1, 2009-January 4, 2010
All contest entries must be submitted before January 22, 2010
Do you have questions?
Contact Natalie Shaheen

410.659.9314 x2293

Nshaheen@nfb.org
Or visit our Web site

www.nfb.org/bral

	Leader Board
The Leader Board has been posted!  At noon on November 12 the data for the first update of the Leader Board was pulled.  To view the results visit our Web site (www.nfb.org/bral) and follow the link titled “View the Leader Board!”  The results from the K-12 contest are on the left side of the page and the results from the adult contest are on the right. Looking at the Leader Board is a great way to check your progress.  Are you on target to win the contest in your category?  Do you need to be reading more?  Go check out your competition!

If you didn’t make the Leader Board this round, you have three more opportunities.  We will pull the data three more times at undisclosed dates.  So, keep reading and entering your data by following the “Update your Reading Log for the Leader Board” link on our Web site.

Mentoring

Contestants competing in the advanced and expert categories were eligible to be mentors for contestants in the intermediate and beginner categories.  There are thirty mentor and mentee pairs in the contest!  As illustrated by The National Center for Mentoring Excellence (NCME), mentoring is an essential component in developing positive attitudes about blindness and good alternative techniques.  Learn more about NCME at www.nfb.org/mentoring. Big thanks to the contestants who volunteered to be mentors.  Your time and efforts in mentoring fellow Federationists are greatly appreciated!    

Braille Rocks
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The Betsy Zaborowski Conference Room now features a fully accessible and interactive bulletin board. This bulletin board, developed by the education team, serves two purposes.  First, the bulletin board is a great way to show off what the Jernigan Institute is doing.  Second, the bulletin board works as a demonstration to teachers about how to make a fully accessible and attractive bulletin board.  

The theme of the bulletin board will change quarterly. This quarter the title of the bulletin board is “Braille Rocks.”  The board features all the rock star Braille programs run by the Jernigan Institute.  There is a working electric blue guitar in the top right hand corner of the bulletin board. Shooting out from the bottom of the guitar are three bands of colored fabric (purple, red, and green).  Each band of color features a Braille program (NFB BELL program, Braille Readers Are Leaders, and Braille Pals).  Throughout the black background are yellow wooden stars featuring the twenty-six letters of the alphabet in print and Braille.  A large button in the middle of the board provides an audio description of additional Braille programs (Braille transcription, the Kenneth Jernigan Library, Braille books for blind children, and NFB ShareBraille).  Smaller buttons scattered around the board provide interesting facts about Braille in audio format.

Looking for Books?

Do you need more Braille books to read for the contest?  NFB ShareBraille is a service that connects people looking for Braille books with people who have Braille books to give away.  Visit www.nfbsharebraille.org for additional information about this wonderful opportunity to acquire more Braille books.

Frequently Asked Questions

I am a sighted contestant. Am I supposed to read Braille or print books?  Sighted contestants are required to read Braille books.  However, sighted contestants are not required to read tactually.  We would love to have sighted contestants reading tactually but understand that most sighted people read Braille visually.  
Can I count material read from the Bible for this contest? How do I record what I read in the Bible? YES! You must give a reference to the book(s) of the Bible you read (i.e., Proverbs, Matthew, etc.) AND you must read whole pages. Please do not give chapters and verses read. Acceptable—Bible, Book of Job: 20 pages. Not acceptable—Psalms 8, 24, and 32.
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